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news linkCity
2017 Election and Qualifying Fees 

The City of Stockbridge, GA will hold a Municipal Election Tuesday, November 7, 
2017 for Mayor and two Council Member seats (all seats are at-large).   

Candidates may qualify at City Hall August 21st through August 25th 
between 8:30 AM—4:30 PM, except for 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM when the Clerk’s 
office closes for lunch. 

      Office       Annual Salary  Qualifying Fee 

Mayor       $16,800       (3 %) $504 

Council Member       $12,000        (3 %) $360 

Auto Draft For City Water Bills 
Now an Option!  

Beginning July 1, 2017, the City’s Utility Billing Department is proud to o� er an 
Automatic Bank Dra�  payment option.  Automatic Bank Dra�  is a convenient, 
prompt way to pay your water/sewer bill on time, every time.  Once you enroll, 
we will continue to mail you a bill on your billing date so you know the exact 
amount that will be dra� ed from your account on the 10th of each month.  
Your bank statement will re� ect the dra�  amount as proof of payment.  If you 
are interested in enrolling in our Automatic Bank Dra� , please complete the 
authorization form on our website, www.cityofstockbridge.com or stop by the 
Utility Billing Department to � ll one out.

Holiday Sanitation Schedule
For Independence Day - Tuesday, July 4, 2017

Tuesday – Friday services delayed by one day until 
July 10 when normal collection resumes.



• Workers Comp & General Liability for
    Construction Contractors
• Title Bonds
• Taxes all year!

116 Willow Lane • McDonough, GA 30253 5226 N. Henry Boulevard • Stockbridge, GA 30281
Contact us: (678) 565-1073 • info@therccgroup.com

RCC & ASSOCIATES
INSURANCE & TAX AGENCY

4855 Jonesboro Rd, Forest Park, GA 30297



Page 3cityofstockbridge.com       

Stockbridge City Hall
4640 North Henry Blvd. 
Stockbridge, Ga. 30281 
770-389-7900 
www.cityofstockbridge.com
Email: Initial of first name followed by last name @
cityofstockbridge-ga.gov (e.g. mharris@cityofstock-
bridge-ga.gov)

Mayor and Council
Judy Neal, Mayor

Anthony Ford, Mayor Pro Tem

Elton Alexander, Councilman

John Blount, Councilman

LaKeisha Gantt, Esq., Councilwoman

Neat Robinson, Councilwoman

Administration
Vacant, City Manager

Decius Aaron, Public Works Director

Anita Gunnoe, Clerk of Court

Camilla Moore, Community Services Director

Vanessa Holiday, City Clerk

Diane Ide, Exec Asst to the City Manager/Editor

Linda Nabers, Treasurer

Vacant, Exec. Asst. to Mayor & Council

Renee Wheeler, HR Manager

Frequently Dialed
Utility Billing................................... 770-389-7901

Code Enforcement........................ 770-389-7900

Purchasing..................................... 678-833-3322

Occupational Tax........................... 678-833-3302

Main Street.................................... 678-833-3306

Municipal Court............................. 770-389-7906

Public Works.................................. 770-474-0972

Water & Sewer............................... 770-474-1232

Merle Manders Conference Center,

Ted Strickland Community Center, Parks

....................................................... 770-389-5982

STOCKBRIDGE CITY CALENDAR
All meetings are held at City Hall unless noted otherwise. Please check with City 
Hall at 678.833.3303 as meeting dates and times are subject to change. Council 
meeting agendas and minutes are available at www.cityofstockbridge.com.

Contact us today for more information!
678.905.4842 • sales@kda-communications.com
www.kda-communications.com

Stockbridge City News Link is a publication of KDA Communications. Subject matter published is the 
opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. 
Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily 
available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material 
published may not be reproduced without the written permission of KDA Communications. 

The information and advertisements contained in this Newsletter are provided for the City of Stockbridge 
as a courtesy only. No representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or 
services advertised, or the veracity of the statements relating to the goods and services. The printing of 
opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by the City of Stockbridge 
of such opinions, information, goods or services.

HAVE YOU SIGNED UP?
City Hall E-Notifications:
Stay informed with E-Notifications at www.cityofstockbridge.com/notify.aspx  

FACEBOOK 
City of Stockbridge Facebook wants you to be a fan!  
Visit our page at https://www.facebook.com/CityofStockbridgeGovernment

Contact us today for more information!
678.905.4842 • sales@kda-communications.com
www.kda-communications.com

Attention Stockbridge Businesses.  
Contact us for advertising opportunities in future issues.

SeeClickFix is an online and mobile app 
to help residents report and track non-
emergency problems, such as graffiti, illegal 

dumping or potholes throughout Stockbridge. Visit www.cityofstockbridge.com/SeeClickFix

June 12 6:00 pm Council Meeting

June 23-27 GMA Convention – Savannah

June 28 6:00 pm Council Work Session

July 4 City Hall Closed for Fourth of July Holiday

July 10 6:00 pm Council Meeting

July 25 6:00 pm Council Work Session

August 14 6:00 pm Council Meeting
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Mayor’s Message

Greetings 
from the 
Mayor!

One of the most unexpected issues facing the city resulted 
when a few people devised a plan to create a City of Eagle’s 
Landing without the bene� t of a study to determine the validity 
of the idea.  Since no new city has ever been created in Georgia 
by taking land and income from another city, we feel con� dent 
that our position is strong; but we cannot leave anything to 
chance.  � us, the City has hired two lobbying teams to work 
with our Council and sta�  to ensure that we can defend our 
position with legislative leadership from members of both the 
Georgia House of Representatives and the State Senate.  Also, 
Georgia Municipal Association’s lobbying team will be strongly 
engaged with us.  

In the meantime, we are gathering signatures of 
homeowners and voters within the city limits of Stockbridge 
who wish to object to de-annexing any Stockbridge land to be 
used to create a new city.  If you wish to join the e� ort, please 
� ll out the form below and return it right away.

Other unexpected news this quarter was the resignation 
of our City Manager, Michael Harris, who has chosen to work 
in the private sector.  We are presently working with Slavin 
Consulting, a governmental search � rm that is assisting us 
to hire a highly respected and quali� ed city manager.  In the 
meantime, the city sta�  is doing a tremendous job to ensure 
that all city obligations are met during this time of transition.

I wish to invite all city voters to participate in city 
government by volunteering your time to assist with city events, 
o� ering to serve on city boards and committees, or signing up 
for the next Stockbridge Citizens Academy which begins in 
August.  Everyone is welcome!

Return to City of Stockbridge, 4640 N Henry Blvd, Stockbridge, GA 30281

NAME 
(Print):__________________________________________________________________________ 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: ____________________________________CITY____________________

ST_____________ ZIP_____________ 

PHONE: ___________________________   EMAIL: _____________________________________
PLEASE CHECK APPLICABLE STATUS:

LAND OWNER (Property Owner) AND ELECTOR (Voter) q

LAND OWNER (Property Owner) ONLY q

RESIDENT ELECTOR (Voter) ONLY (Non-Landowner or Renter) q

Your Signature gives authorization to the City of Stockbridge to research and record the property address you 
specified above with Henry County on your behalf to record your Petition opposing the deannexation of any 
city land for purpose of creating another city.

SIGNATURE___________________________________ DATE________________________

       - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

“ONLY FILL OUT & RETURN IF YOU LIVE WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF 
STOCKBRIDGE AND VOTE IN STOCKBRIDGE CITY ELECTIONS”



Page 5cityofstockbridge.com       

Council Comments
Councilman Elton Alexander
Stockbridge is on the move exploring � ber optic 
technology for high tech jobs and also installing high 
resolution surveillance cameras increasing public safety! 
We recently passed a 50% brick facade requirement 
raising commercial building standards going forward. 

Please mark your calendar and join me on July 15th for my “Trail Alive” 
cycling event along Reeves Creek Trail.   � ank you for allowing me to 
serve the people of Stockbridge! 

Councilman John Blount
I would like to thank every citizen for allowing me to 
serve you. As we continue to attract new businesses to 
our great city, we are also working on a multi-use facility 
that would facilitate activities for our youth, seniors, 
and entertainment for our citizens. I will continue to 

work closely with our nursing homes, implementing social programs 
and other activities. I will work with our churches and county to help 
eliminate any homeless situations in our city. I believe that all citizens 
matter; let’s continue to move forward together. God Bless you all.

Councilwoman Neat Robinson
� anks to all who turned out to enjoy the fun and camaraderie 
of the “Unity in the Community” basketball game as part of 
Cities Week; it’s great to see young men and women from 
our local high schools compete against our � ne public safety 
o�  cials on the court. I am also excited to launch the � rst Youth 

Council and I look forward to mentoring the class of students selected to 
participate in this initiative during the upcoming year.  In addition, we continue 
to bring together clergy from all denominations throughout Stockbridge to 
bring about synergy and communications for the bene� t of all.

Councilwoman LaKeisha Gantt
Our summer events are underway, starting with the kick-
o�  of our senior fun day which is always a delightful a� air. 
We’re looking forward to the upcoming Tasty Tuesdays and 
summer concerts, which were great successes last year and 
we anticipate more community fun in 2017.  Stay tuned 

for great Stockbridge news which includes some progressive projects and 
growth for our residents. As always, I want to thank my community for their 
continued support. I could not do what I do without you and your families. 

Mayor Pro Tem Anthony S. Ford
Citizens, we are looking forward to ensuring our City’s 
boundaries are expanded and complete to include 
unincorporated areas, while retaining any current 
communities and commercial corridors that are already 
within our City.  We are also looking forward to an 

outstanding summer as citizens, family and friends come to our downtown 
area for Food Truck Tasty Tuesdays, Sounds of Summer Concert Series and 
Screen on the Green Movie Series.  � ank you for your faith in the City 
Government to move forward.

Every Tuesday except the 4th of July, June – 
August 29th, 5:30-9:00 pm
Tasty Tuesday Food Truck – Clark Park, 111 
Davis Road, Stockbridge   (Visit the website or 
Facebook for each week’s theme)

Every Tuesday 9 am – 5 pm
Merle Manders Conference Center Open 
House - View the facility and receive information 
on the perfect place to plan your special event! 

June 15th – 10:00 am – 2:00 PM
Job Fair - Merle Manders Conference Center, 
111 Davis Road, Stockbridge

June 17th - 6:00 – 9:30 pm 
Sounds of Summer Concert Featuring 
Phillippia & “Lightening” Wayne Coursey - 
City Hall Lawn – bring lawn chairs or blanket 
– FREE

July 8th – Main Street Movie “Sing” - 8:00 pm 
(movie starts at dark)- City Hall Lawn – bring 
lawn chairs or blanket - FREE

July 15th – 6:00 - 9:30 pm
Sounds of Summer Concert Featuring Atl 
Groove Factory & Stevie G of the Rockerz- City 
Hall Lawn – bring lawn chairs or blanket – FREE

July 22nd 
Beauti� cation Event  – visit the website or 
Facebook page for details

July 29th 
Back to School Backpack Give-away – visit the 
website or Facebook page for details

August 5th – Main Street Movie – Bonus Movie 
- 8:00 pm (movie at dark) - City Hall Lawn – 
bring lawn chairs or blanket – FREE – stay tuned 
for details
September 30th   -- SAVE THE DATE!
BridgeFest– stay tuned for details
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David Shelton and Lamar Cox in the Stormwater Department 
acquired their � aggers licenses and received a certi� cate of 
training a� er attending a Public Works Safety Shop held by 
Georgia Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP).

Congratulations to:

David Shelton Lamar Cox 

� e City’s Wastewater Facility earned the Georgia Association 
of Water Professionals (GAWP) Gold Award for 100% 
compliance in 2016.  

Le�  is Operator Chris 
Burdett; Chief Operator 
Wayne Robinson.

Governor Deal presented a Proclamation for “National Clerk’s 
Week” on April 27th at the Capitol. Vanessa Holiday, City 
Clerk, is second from the right. 

In Memoriam

City employees were recognized during Public Service Week by 
Mayor and Council on April 27th.

Mayor Judy Neal proclaimed her thanks to the City of 
Stockbridge Public Works Department sta�  for their work 
during Public Works Week, May 21-27, 2017.

Welcome:
Camilla Moore joined the City of 
Stockbridge on March 27, 2017 as the 
Community Development Director.  
Melinda Davies joined Ms. Moore’s sta�  
as the City’s Planner/GIS Specialist.  

Departures:

Friends and sta�  bid farewell to City Manager, Michael Harris, 
who le�  at the end of April.

Diane Ide, Executive Assistant 
to the City Manager, retires in 
July.

Merle Manders, Stockbridge City 
Clerk for 35 years (1975-2010), 

passed away April 17, 2017.  Merle 
made a tremendous impact on the 
City as a result of her dedication, 

work ethic and experience.
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Business 

Spotlight

In 1975 Gerald Taylor and Raymond Johnson mortgaged 
their homes in order to take over a shuttered independent 
grocery store located next to the railroad tracks in Stockbridge, 
proceeding to turn it into a multi-channel franchise achieving 
more than $500 million in annual sales.  All American Quality 
Foods, Inc. doing business as the Food Depot chain, is a true 
Stockbridge success story and a highly valued business in our 
City.

In addition to the � agship Stockbridge store, there are 
two other Food Depot stores in Henry County.  � e three 
locations employ approximately 250 individuals and generate 
approximately $38,000 million in annual sales within the county.

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Johnson are successful businessmen who 

share their good fortune with their associates.  � rough an 
Employee Stock Ownership Plan (ESOP), this local business is 
entirely owned by its employees so that several local residents 
participate in the ownership of this Stockbridge-based business.

In addition to their generosity with employees and their 
service as mentors to a host of grocery store managers, over 
the years Gerald and Raymond have contributed generously to 
church and civic organizations throughout Henry County and 
have served on various boards as well as providing leadership 
within their respective churches.  � ese gentlemen truly pay it 
forward – both in business as well as in their community.

Stockbridge is proud to serve as the location of the � agship 
store where the legacy began for these successful entrepreneurs 
who believe that true wealth is the ability to enable others to 
succeed. 

Stockbridge Food Depot 

Johnson & Taylor 

Stockbridge Food Depot

AB ATL GROUP LLC DBA ANGIE’S 
BEAUTY SUPPLY

ADERF COUNSELING & 
EDUCATIONAL CONSULTING, INC

ALLURE CLEANING & DETAILING, 
LLC

AMERI-MAID CLEANING SERVICES
AUTO DOCTOR
B & B AUTO BROKERS, LLC
BOUTIQUE 42, LLC
CHERRY AND COMPANY
CHICO THE BARBER
DARIOUS D. GLOVER
DIVAS STATUS SALON
DIVINE KINGDOM CONNECTION 

CLEANING SERVICES, LLC
DMF, LLC
ENA HAIR SALON – PRODUCTS

ERVIN ESTATES
ETTA’S CLEANING SERVICE
FRENCH QUARTER ENTREES
GABINO’S MEXICAN GRILL
GATEKEEPER CONSULTING 

SERVICES
GENIUS PAINTING, INC
GOLDEN SMOKE BARBEQUE
HEATHERS SALON
J & A CARPET CLEANING
JON LJLSC,5LINS,IMR,QUIVANA IB
JVP GLOBAL
KATHY DOMINICAN HAIR SALON
MERAKI MUSIC RECORDINGS
METRO 8 REAL ESTATE, LLC
NATIONS BUILDERS
NATURAL ESSENCE SALON
NEW AMERICAN FUNDING

PRESS-LITE AUTOMATION
QLC LANDSCAPE & DESIGN
RADIANT BEAUTY BAR
RAQUEL SUTTON @ LEVEL 3 SALON
RIA ROUSE, LLC
SERRAPA ENTERPRISES 2, INC
SEVA BEAUTY
STERLING REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STYLED BY CARRIE
SUTTON HVAC, LLC
T & M ENTERPRISE
THE FRENCH EMPIRE, LLC
TRUECARE RIDE
VERONICA WATKINS
VIP NAIL LOUNGE
WORLDWIDE MGMT SERVICES

We Welcomed the Following 
New Stockbridge Businesses



Community News
Ribbon Cuttings

Christian Nails – March 21st
3291 North Henry Blvd, Stockbridge

678-284-4544

Little Free Library at Reeves Creek Trail – April 27th 
Flippen Road

Gabino’s Mexican Grill – May 15th
1745 Rock Quarry Road, Stockbridge

470-488-0039  gabinosmexicangrill.com

Barn Beautiful – May 25th
108 MLK, Sr. Heritage Trail, Stockbridge

www.barnbeautiful.com

Stockbridge Welcomes its 
First-Ever Youth Council
Over the next year, these young men and women will 
participate in a leadership program designed to teach them 
about local government and how to become our community’s 
future leaders.

Le�  to right:  Aaron Rose, Jasmine Bowden, Sanaya 
Alexander, Kelli Crews, Christina Wilcher and Jayden Brown.  

Not pictured: Kennedy Freeman and Aaniyah Kendrick.

� e metro Atlanta area is experiencing a higher volume of car 
burglaries and this is now the fastest growing crime in our City.  
YOU can help to deter these crimes simply by practicing a these 
routine safety measures:

• NEVER LEAVE ITEMS VISIBLE IN YOUR VEHICLE.  
• Lock car doors and roll all windows up.
• Activate your car alarm system when leaving your vehicle.
• BE AWARE – someone is likely watching you stow that 

purse or items of value in the backseat or trunk.   � at tells 
them you have something of value – and exactly where to 
� nd it.  

� ese thieves want to do their work quickly – please don’t make 
it easy for them! 

Safety Suggestions

� e City has taken preventive 
measures to install cameras at 
parks to deter crime.  Cameras are 
also trained on the Safe Exchange 
Zone at the North Henry Precinct.  
Your safety is important – do your 
part and utilize safety precautions. 

by CPT Phillip Bratton, Sr., Commander, North Henry Police Precinct


